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INCREASE IN USSR FASSENGER AND FREIGHT HAULING IN 1952;
EXTENSION OF RoAD BUILDING

Passenger and freight bhauling in the USSR increased considerably in 1952.
In the Moscow area, 85.7 percent more passengers were hauled during 6 months
of 1952 thar in a comparatle period of 1951. Moskovskaya Oblast motor pools
have 85 bus lines, the total length of which is 1,200 kilometers and vhich
haul more than 100,000 passengers daily. Fifteen new bus lines having a total

cities and rayons of Woskovskayn Oblast. During 1949
hauls incrzased almost eight times.
with 15 waitin,
the year.(1)

-1952, the volume of taxi
Facilities will also be expanded in 1952,
g rooms and three bus stations to be built in the oblast during

An everage of 230 Passengers are hauled d
Moscow - Khar 'kov - Simferopol’ - Yalta Main Highway and about 300 DPassengers,
over the Moscow - Tula, Moscow - Tyazan', and Moscow - Vladimir routes. Dur-

ing 7 months of 1952, more than 235,000 passengers were hauled over the above
routes.(2)

ally by bus and taxi over the

In the Ukranian SSR, more than 50 million passengers have been hauled by
motor transport since :he begirning of 1952. Bus lires now connect Kiev with
many oblast centers such ag Zhitomir, Chernigov, and Rovno, and new lines have
recently been opened between Kiev and Gomel', and between Kiev and L'vov.(3)
Bug service is now also provided between Chernovtsy and Kamenets-Podol'skiy,
Chernovtsy, and Zaleshchiki » &nd between Chernovtsy and L'vov by way of Stan-
islav. (k) In 1952, 1k new tus lines with a total length of k4,000 xilometers
were put in operation in the Ukranian SSR.(3)

In the Latvian SSR, a new bus line wag opened recently between Riga and
Lepaya anl, at bresent, there are 113 bus routes totaling more thar 8,000
kilometers fn that republic.(5) During 1946-1951, the Latvian SSR bus fleet
increased four times, and passenger traffic increased 19 times. (6)
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In the Uzbek SSR, the Tashkent Automobile Operating Base No 1 has opened
bus Lervice between Tashkent and Samnrakand.(?) Also, thousands of passengers
in Tashkent are hauled daily by taxi. 1n 1952, taxis begen to provide gervice
over suburban routes within a radius of 50 kilometers of Tashkent. The Minis-
try of Automobile Transport Uzbek SSR will receive new taxis ir 1952 for dis-
tribution among all cities of the republic, (8)

Tk= Ministry of Automobile Transport Azerbaydzhan SSR announced the open-
ing of bus service on 17 July 1952 between Baku, Stepanskert, and Shysha (9);
the Ministry of Automobile Transport Georgian 35R has put five new buses in
operation at the health resorts of Sukhumi end Batumi. (10)

A new bus line has been started in the Belorussian SSR between Brest and
the suburban settlements of Trishino and Adanakove. At present, Brest has
passenger bus service with 11 oblast reyons.ill)

In the hauvling of freight, the Ministry of Automobile Transport USSR
pledged to haul 196,000 ton-kilome ters of freight above plan by 10 December
1952.(12) The Stalingradgidrostroy (Organization for the Construction of the
Stalingrad Hydroelectric Project) hauled 4 millior tong of various commodities
by motor transport during the first 6 months of 1952 (13); enterprises of the
Ministry of Automobile Transport Tadzhik SSR fulfilled their 1952 second-quar-
ter hawling plan 109 percent. (1kh)

Between 1946-1951, the iutvian S5k increased its truck fleet 90 Percent,
and doubled its freight-hauling volume. At present, the hauling of conmstruc-
tion materials, coal, peat, wood, petroleum products, baked goods, flour, met-
els, and other commodities ig eentralized very successfully in o number of
cities.(6)

In the Lithuanian SSE, more than 100 drivers of the vil'nyus Motor Trans-
port Office have pledged to drive their trucks over 100,000 kilometers with-
out requiring any capital repairs. (13)

A larg.:-scale road-bnilding program is also under way in the Soviet Union.
In 1951-1955, the USSR plans to build and reconstruct 50 percent more hard -sur-
faced roads than in the 1946-1951 period.(16) About 500,000 trees were removed
in Brestskaya Oblast during the pest 3 years in the construction of paved and
dirt roads.(11) The 1951 plan for the construction of roads was fulfilled in
the Moskovskaya, Tyumenskaya, Yiadimirskays, Gor'kovskayn, Chkalovskaya, and
other oblasts.(17) :

A main highway 1s being built along the left bank of the Volga River be-
tween Kuybyshev and Zhiguli. The rosd hag been completed in some sections; in
others, the roadbed is being laid. A bridre for vehicles and pedestrians crose
ses the Sck River at Tzarev Kurgan.(18) A Surveying expedition from Soyuzdor-
proyekt (All-Union Office for Road Planning) is making surveys for the con-
struction of a main highway which will unite Takhiz-Tash and Krasnovodsk.(19)

Despite this progress » there are many shortcomings such as lack of suf-
ficient repair facilities, shortage of automobile rarts, inefficient use of
two-axle trailers, lack of qualified drivers, poor roads s use of tru-ks for
personal use, improper maintensunce, and poor service to passengers.

In the Uzbek SSR, the Avtotraktorosbyt {Office of the Main Administration
for Automobile and Tractor Sales) does not BUPPlY motor transport with spare
parts. For example, it ig impossible to obtain filtering elements for oil ril-

- ters.(20) 1n the Moldavian 3SR, the Kishj 2v Automobile-Repair Plant has not
fulfilled its plans since 1948, mainly because of lack of planning and misman-
agement.
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In answer to the demands of customers for vehicles,

of parts. Despite the complaint.s made to it, the Mi
port Moldavian SSR

the uwanagement claims lack P
nistry of Automobile Trang- |
hag done nothing up to now to alter the situation. (21)

In a number of motor transport enterprises, a practice has developed of
taking trucks for personal use as passenger cars without Paying drivers' wages
or fuel costs. The directors of the enterprises and motor Pools frequently

issue gas to individuals for personal use and charge it to the motor vehicle
fleet. (22)

Despite the fact that the Latvian SGR fulfi
in 1951, wehicles were utilized only 53 percent. Two-axle trailers, especially,
were used very inefficiently.(8) 1In Riga, technical service ig unorganized;
there is no place to wash vehicles or to make light repairs.(23)

1led its freight-hauling plan

In a number of rayons of Moskovskaya Oblast, the populetion is forced to
use trucks for pessenger conveyances. The Moskovskaya Oblast Motor Trust lacks
sufficient repair facilities. Tts vehicles mugt be taken to Leningrad and
Ivanov for capital repairs, vhile vehicles from other oblasts are broungt to .
the Tsentrosoyuz Automobile Plant at Lyubertsy for repairs. The poor condition

of many roads used by buses and taxis in the oblast is causing disruptions in
service. (1)

The Sanchursk - Yoshar - Ola Highway in Sanchurskiy Rayon, Kirovskaya
Oblest, is neglected very badly, but neither the rayon nor the oblast goviets
are making any effort to repalr it. Despite the fact that over 1&00‘,000 rubles
were syent in repairing the Krasnodar-Yeysk highway, it is still unsuitsble
for normal automobile and truck traffic. The lack of a bridge across the Ver-
blyud Fountain near the boundary of Krasnoyarskiy Kray and Irkutskaya Oblast -~
is cauging drivers great inconvenience, Passage through this section is bad
even in dry weather; in rainy weather, cars frequently bog dovn. Neither the
road authorities in Krasnoyarskiy Kray nor the ones in Irkutskaya Oblast are

wil.li?g to assume responsibility for the conchruction of & bridge at the loc-.~
tion. (17)
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